
Where do you live?

What’s Inside?
Wow Starter! Finding the Fairy door.  

Who lives there?

Nursery
Spring 1



Where do you live…?

Where do you 
live? Which 

rooms are inside 
your house?

Which rooms are 
downstairs?

What do you do in 
each room?

Which rooms are 
upstairs? What is 

your bedroom like?

Could a tiger live in 
your house? Where 

do tigers live?

Which animals or 
birds can you 
spot in your 

garden?

How do you get 
to school? Which 
way do you walk 

to school?
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Which animals live 
in your house?



Resource Hub
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https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/eyfs-
houses-and-homes-powerpoint-t-g-
1688484024

https://www.google.com/imgres?q=clever%20sticks&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fi.ytimg.com%2Fvi%2FcWg-b8kh-
TE%2Fhqdefault.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DcWg-b8kh-
TE&docid=g4lqjXsNs1kgUM&tbnid=xbKCBou0ITbsNM&vet=12ahUKEwjM47bZla-
KAxV1YEEAHY4EBQMQM3oECBwQAA..i&w=480&h=360&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwjM47bZla-KAxV1YEEAHY4EBQMQM3oECBwQAA  
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https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https://images-na.ssl-images-amazon.com/images/I/91lzKfYihSL.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.amazon.co.uk/Welcome-Alien-School-Caryl-Hart/dp/0857072579&docid=JFgmsvQ-vu5JOM&tbnid=Vm4p07XlJbHu6M:&vet=10ahUKEwi80qLxj6jhAhWVoXEKHSmmCu4QMwg_KAAwAA..i&w=2098&h=2560&bih=651&biw=1366&q=alien%20school&ved=0ahUKEwi80qLxj6jhAhWVoXEKHSmmCu4QMwg_KAAwAA&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https://images-na.ssl-images-amazon.com/images/I/91lzKfYihSL.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.amazon.co.uk/Welcome-Alien-School-Caryl-Hart/dp/0857072579&docid=JFgmsvQ-vu5JOM&tbnid=Vm4p07XlJbHu6M:&vet=10ahUKEwi80qLxj6jhAhWVoXEKHSmmCu4QMwg_KAAwAA..i&w=2098&h=2560&bih=651&biw=1366&q=alien%20school&ved=0ahUKEwi80qLxj6jhAhWVoXEKHSmmCu4QMwg_KAAwAA&iact=mrc&uact=8


Topic Specific Vocabulary What’s Inside?
Knowledge Mat

Sticky Knowledge

Names of 
different rooms in 
a house

street, 
Chaddesden,
address

• I know different rooms in my house and what 
they are used for.

• I know I live in a house in Derby with my 
family.

• I know all homes are different.
• I know that animals and birds need to sleep, 

eat and wash themselves to stay healthy.
• I know that some animals are wild and some 

animals are tame.
• I know some animals do not make good pets.
• I can name some birds in my garden.
• I can use words to talk about different sizes.
• I know there are different countries in the 

world with different people and animals.

tame wild

Vet, pet shop Country, China, 
rabbit, New Year

Language to 
compare size

Language to talk 
about position

tiger snake rooster ox dragon

Chinese New Year
China

Panda

Vincent Van Gogh’s Bedroom

Vincent Van Gogh’s favourite colour was yellow.

Local birds
robin, blackbird, magpie, blue tit, sparrow



In Word Wise, we 
will focus on 

hearing beginning, 
middle and end 
sounds in words   

3. Read ‘The Tiger Who Came 
to Tea’. Draw their own 

kitchen. Vocabulary linked to 
kitchen’s. Read ‘Dear Zoo’. Talk 
about, name and draw pets.

2. Read ‘Where’s Spot’. 
Vocabulary naming rooms and 
objects in house. Talk about 
function of each room in our 

homes.

5. Read ‘I am a Tiger’. Gather 
information about tigers. 
Could a tiger be a pet.

6.Vocabulary linked to birds 
and gardens. Recording bird 
watching. Read Big Book of 
garden Birds, Hoot, Henry 

Finch. 
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1. Read a ‘Squash and a 
Squeeze’. Talk about their 
own home and the people 
and animals who live in it.

4. Read Chinese New Year. 
Re-telling and recording the 
story. Drawing an animal 

and simple sentence 

Every week in our writing books we will practise writing our names, 
drawing circles and lines and making recognisable pictures, letter 
and number shapes



Week 2
1. Comparing and 

sorting wild and 
tame animals

2. Making a 3D house 
for the hedgehogs-
talking about the 

different rooms and 
what they are used 

for

Week 1
1. Looking at different houses –

PowerPoint EYFS House and 
Homes on Twinkl.

2. Comparing houses using You 
Choose and All Kinds of 
Home

3. Bible story – Noah’s Ark
4. Singing ‘Give Me Oil in My 

Lamp’ and ‘The animals went 
in two by two’

Week 4
1. Story of Chinese New Year.

2. Make a dragon for dragon dance
3. Cutting snakes

4. Knowing what animals need and how to 
care for animals

Week 5
1. Talking about pets. Which 

animals live in your house?
2. Role play vet/pet shop

3. Music linked to wild and 
tame animals – making 
loud and quiet sounds

Challenge Time

Week 3
1. RSPB The Big Garden Watch

2. Making bird food
3. Identifying birds and making 

bird hide in garden
4. Make telescopes

Week 6
1. Observing Winter – Willow 

Garden and Mason’s Den
2. Our journey to school



be interested

Audience and Purpose:

Writing Features 
•Use a comfortable grip with good control when 

holding pens and pencils. 
Show a preference for a dominant hand

Write some letters 
accurately

Use some of their print and letter 
knowledge in their early writing. 

Draw circles and lines.

Write some or all of 
their name

Drawings of 
themselves.

Drawing their own 
house, rooms and 

objects in each room

Writing initial letter.

Drawing pet.

Writing name

Drawing animal from 
The Great Race

Writing name

Drawing a tiger

Writing name

Drawing of 
themselves

Writing name

Draw a recognisable person/animal.



NURSERY LEARNING CHALLENGE 
QUESTION

Where do you live? Could a tiger be a 
pet?

Wow Event/Hook
• Finding the fairy door and thinking who could live 

there?
• Wow finisher
*Making a map of Chaddesden and displaying our 
own home pictures on the map

As Readers we will:
• Share stories with an adult
• Point to the words as an adult reads.
• Talk about the characters in the books we read and 

think about where the setting of the story is.
• Predict what might happen next

Re-tell the story of Dear Zoo and Peace At Last

‘What’s Inside? Spring 1 2025Dear Parents and Carers,
Here is our topic for this half term. Please also see 
weekly note in your child’s reading diary for ideas 
about supporting your child’s learning journey. 
Have Fun!

As Writers we will:

• Practise holding pencils and paintbrushes using a 
pincer grip

• Cross our arms over to hold hands with our 
friends. This will make both sides of our brain work 
together to make getting dressed, going to the 
toilet and writing easier. (both larger and smaller 
movements)

• Draw pictures of people with body, legs, arms and 
a head

• Write our names everyday

As Technology Superstars we will: 
• Understand that we can find out information 

from the internet such as information about pets
• Use simple electronic toys

By learning about the world we will:
• Talk about  where Derby is on a map of the UK. Talk about 

where we live and look at where Chaddesden is on a map.

• Talk about our home and the rooms within it.
• Talk about who lives with us and the pets we have.
• Identify some common birds and plants around school and in 

our gardens e.g holly, ivy, oak and fir trees, robin, blackbird 
and blue tit.

• Take part in RSPB Bird Watch in January

As Artists/Designers we will:

Make pictures of our homes.
Design and build a house.
Design and make a bird feeder
Make a bird cake
Make a pair of binoculars to watch the birds with!

As Mathematicians we will:
• Match numbers to objects
• Know our numbers to 10 and begin to write them
• Know that numbers go beyond 10
• Look at 2d and 3d shapes
• Talk about and compare the size of objects

As communicators we will: 
• Join in with rhymes and stories
• Follow instructions
• Listen carefully to others
• Understand prepositions; under, on top, behind e
• Develop our vocabulary
• Use talk to clarify our thinking, feelings and 

events

As PE Superstars we will:

• Pedal a trike
• Jump with both feet together
• Balance on one leg
• Move around on different parts of our 

bodies

As PSHE Superstars we will:

• Talk to others 
• Be a kind friend, using ‘kind hands, kind 

words, kind feet’
• Follow our school behaviour values
• Follow our school learning values
• Be able to take turns and share
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Talk, sing and read with 
your child every day!
Children who read everyday do 
better at school than children 
who don’t.



‘Let’s quiz’ is an exciting game that we play with the children.
At the end of every topic they will take part in a fun quiz all about what they have learnt over
the half-term. You can help your child to succeed and remember what they have learnt by talking
about the questions together at home.

Research says that when children repeatedly return to previously learnt information, they are 
more likely to ‘Know and Remember More’ in the long term. 

Where do I live?

Can you name 3 birds? 

Can you name which rooms are 
downstairs in your house?

Can you name the rooms which are 
upstairs in your house?

Could you have a pet tiger?

What are our 5 carpet skills?

This Chinese new year is the year of the…?

When do we need to wash our hands?

Why do we need to feed birds in 
winter?

Can you tell me the names of all of the 
children in your group?

Spring 1


